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TIP  Broadway Market

Address
Open
Homepage

Broadway Market, London E8 4PH
Sat 08:30 - 16:30

www.broadwaymarket.co.uk
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TIP

Address
Open

Maltby street market

Ropewalk, London SE12HQ

Sat 09:00 - 16:00

Homepage www.maltby.st
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TIP

Address
Open

Columbia Rd. Flower market

3 Ezra Street, London E2 &RH
Sun 8;00 - 13:00

Homepage www.columbiaroad.info
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TIP

White Cube Gallery

Address 48 Hoxton Square, London, N1 6PB
Close Mon/Sun

Homepage www.whitecube.com
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Tate Modern

Address Bankside, London SE1 9TG
Close 12/24 - 26

Homepage www.tate.org.uk
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Please introduce us about the stationary brand, gongjang.
gongjang is a company that designs paper products and various small items their own. We look for minimal design

without additional uncesessity, and care about the environmental during the whole manufacturing process. More-

over, we try to deliver the cosines and warm heart by using natural texture & colors and oriental sense.
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How did you begin to have attention to green design?

Around 2004, | attended a lecture of Prof. Ho Seob Yoon, a professor
of Department of Green Design in Kookmin University, about a role of
designers for the environment. The lecture was about “a designer gives
an influence on design element and process, so that a designer can help
to minimize the harmful impact on the nature in the end as long as the
designer acknowledge the environmental problems around the world”.

Various environmental problems such as global warming and climate
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change became to be acknowledged, so | started to find the way of
protecting the environment in my design area.

Surprisingly | found out that there were many actions that | could
take for the environment such as use of recycled paper, soybean oil
printing, reducing paper waste. Also, | could attach messages on the
products to promote and share the thought | had with customers. By
gathering my design products containing my eco-friendly thought, my

concept became pay more attention to Green naturally.
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What is the definition of eco-friendly products that gongjang
think of?

Eco-friendly product indicates that products that has minimum harmful
impact on the environment; therefore, | am trying to consider the eco-
friendliness from the beginning of the manufacturing steps to the end of

users’ usage (till they throw out the product).
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The green label for evaluation that is on each product What was the
standard of evaluating eco-friendly products’ degree, called eco list?
In the design industry, especially a product designer has a big responsi-
bility for the environment, because one designed product will be mass-
produced.

Therefore, if a designer cares about the environment in the selection
of material, manufacturing process and product life cycle, the negative
impact on the nature will be minimized.

A designer can make an effort on selecting eco-friendly material, size
measurement for efficient usage, energy saving on the production line,
establishing refilling & recycling availability and easiness of disposal.

| think this is one of the roles of designer and their responsibility.

We made an evaluation list to evaluate the degree of eco-friendliness
on each product several years ago, so that we could make even more
environmental friendly products.

We made 5 steps; pre-manufacturing, manufacturing, transportation,
use, and disposal, and give scores on each level. Based on the total
score, all products are classified into three levels, and we attach green

label on each product. This shows gongjang’s will and promise to make

products that are more environmental friendly.
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What is a matter of primary consideration when you design products?
My primary consideration on designing is effectiveness of products to
use. Sometimes too much design element may causes inconvenience
to users, so | minimize the design element and make users to complete

the final design as they use the product.
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These days, there are many the new brands and products with

eco-desigh concept coming out. As a designer, what are they can

Balance planner

do to save the environment?

Before we try to save the environment, we need to take care of our
health first, because god design comes out from healthy mind and body.
Also, we need to understand the manufacturing process from the be-
ginning to the end in order to save the environment. Eliminating un-
necessary manufacturing processes and modifying and adjusting in the
designing process will lead to effective energy use and natural resource

conservation.
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You are developing art products with other corporate and organi-
zations. Could you explain us about it?

We are working with various organization and groups every year. In this
year, we created stationary series with Eung No Lee’s pieces in the LEE
Eung No Art Museum. Currently we are designing eco-friendly calendar
with Northern National Forest Administration, and preparing Christmas

Card with Korea Food for the Hunger International (KFHI).
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Gongjang is getting a continuous attention from other overseas
countries, where we can meet your products?

Not long ago, | went to Paris for trip. | stopped by one of famous
shops in Paris, merci, and gave them a note of gongjang. After that,
a representative of merci visited us to Korea, and | think this was a
very interesting episode. You can see our products on U.S.A, Aus-

tralia, England, Spain and Russia.
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You have made a partnership with market m* and other reason. What

28

was your first impression of market m*

My first impression of market m* was a brand made warm and ami-
able design products, so that everyone could use and approach.
Actually, | was able to feel that warm atmosphere when | visited its
offline store. Moreover, when | have seen other cooperating brands
including SIWA, P.F.S, CLAY SHOP, | have thought that this brand

was keep making a much better brand itself.
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It is the gongjang’s 10th anniversary of the founding. What is your
future plan for 10 years coming up?

Until now, most of our products are designed with paper material,
but | want to start to make eco-friendly products with other materi-
als as well. | guess the bag that | made for the first time not with
paper material gave me confidence. Also, | am planning to hold an
exhibition when | have more good products. | want to improve and

grow up step by step.
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We want to say thanks to Hyunjung Park, the representative of gongjang.

Analog life by varketm* & GREENDESIGN WORKS SONgjang”

New arrival!
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